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The Michigan Association of
Home Buailders is gesring up to
fight an effort that would require
avtomalic sprinkiing systems in all
new single-family houses, claim-
ing that the measure will drive up
costs several thousands of doflars,

The move came from the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association,
whicl revised its Life Safety Code
{0 include an antomatic sprinkler
system requiremenl as a way o
prevent the deaths of an average
4,000 people per year nationily.

The requirement will be the sub-
ject of a public hearing hosted by
the International Codes Council in
November in Michigan. Members
ot the council have twice voted 1o
include the sprinkler requirement
in the appendix of ihe loterna-
tional Code, said Lee Schwartz,
the Michigan association’s execu-
tive vice president of government
relations.

“T think it is wnwarzanted,”
Schwarty, sald. “Thore is no jus-
tification for that, statistically or
praciically.  When  homeowners
have been offered the systems as
an option, they don’t want them.”

But the fire prolection associa-
tion believes automatic sprinkling
systetns will save lives if built
inte new single-famity homes and
conddominiamns. That’s a point that
Schwartz and fim Babcock. presi-
dent of the Building Industry As-
sectation of Southeastern Michi
gan, aze willing to dispute,

“Sprinkfing systems save buibd-
ings. They aren’t going w save
tives,” said Babcock, of Babeock
Buitding Co. in 81 Clair Shores.

Schwartz, said the expense — an
average $3,000-34,000 if hooked
to @ public water line — isn’t worth
what hie believes is an incremental
boost in safery. Reguired smoke
alarms save tur more lives, he said,

In 2004, there were 04 deaths
in howuse fires in Michigan. Only
15 of those cases had working
smoke alarms. In 2003, of the
15 deaths, only 20 had working
smoke alarms, and in 2002 of the
HZ2 deaths, only 21 had working
detectors, said Schwartz, referring
te Michigan Bureaw of Fire Ser
vices sladistics.

Schwartz and Babeock said the
sprinkicr reguirement could price
sowme people oul of the housing
marked, especially firsi-lime huy-
ers in eniry -level-priced homes.

Then there is the practical side
to the proposal. In rural areas, for
example, Schwarlz estimated a
sprinkling systemn could cost an
additional $3.000-54.000 over the
average estimale, becanse of the
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distance between water lines,

if a balcony requires sprinkling.
a water line would have to be ex-
tended outside, meaning some-
thing will be required o prevent it
from [reezing

Also, Babeock said builders will
need to hire special contractors to

wstall a sprinkler system, adding
more costs to a house.

“This Is just not cost effective.”
e said.

# Joanne Maliszewski covers
real estate for Oakland
Business Review.

Sprinkling systems save
buildings. They aren’t going to
save lives.
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Since 1876, BISSELL has brought tnnovation to floor
care — starting with the invention of the carpet sweeper,
Today, the new generations of those first innovators have
carried on the tradition, making BISSELL sne of the top

names in the industry.

Browduets and se

With innovation comes change, aud Chase Commercial
Banking has been there to help manage that change

for nearly 20 years. Chase provides the capital, foreign
exchange and treasury management expertise needed s
that BISSELL can consentrate on their next clean sweep,

Call Erik Bakker at 734-995-8167.




